Quarterly Climate Impacts

and Outlook

Southern Great Plains Region
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The winter and Feb ;nbw cover
extent was above-average for the
contiguous US. ORand WA had
above-normal snowpack.
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Much of the West was dry
during the winter, particularly
Jan-Feb, contributing to
below-normal snowpack in the
Sierra Nevadas and Rockies. CA
had its driest Jan-Feb on record.
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AK had jts-27" warmest
and 17" Wettest winter
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Significant Events for Winter and
February 2013
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As of Feb 26, over 54% of ¢
the contiguous U.S. was in ° } \
drought, down 8% from the l
beginning of the winter seasol :
Drought remained entrenched
in parts of the Plains and West.
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Back-to-back winter storms op'
Feb.20-23 and 25-28, brought
heavy snowfall from NM to MI.
Wichita, KS had its snowiest
month on record.  ©
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‘ Much of the Southeast was wetter

. GA had its wettest Feb
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Highlights from the Region
Oklahoma
National Climatic Data Center .. . .. .
e Beneficial winter precipitation has
Q;?. @ \ dropped exceptional and extreme
AN iz b = ¢ b, drought coverage in the state from
or'easter hit Febs7- .
bringing heavy"s[trvand 91% — 62 % since December 1.
strong winds from.NJ to ME.
Boston received 21:8 inches Texas
of snow. The'sf was rated

e  Statewide, below normal rainfall has

Cat. 3 (“Major”) on the

N . occurred four out of the past five

/ N/ months; agricultural and municipal water
3}/ deliveries are curtailed along the Lower

Rio Grande.

during the winter,
long-term drought

New Mexico

e Northern mountain snowpack is running
onyrecord. 20 - 40 % below the historical median.
Chihuahua (Mexico)

e Continued drought is impacting water

the Big Island, where Hilo had a

delivery negotiations with the

The average U.S. temperature during February was 34.8°F, 0.8°F above
average. The winter U.S. temperature was 34.3°F, 1.9°Fabove average.
February U.S. precipitation was 2.00 inches, and 0.02 inch below average.
The winter precipitation total was 0.63 inches above average.

Regional - Climate Overview for December 201 2- Februa_

Temperature and Precipitation Anomalies

2-Year Departure from Normal Temperature (°F) 2-Year Percent of Average Precipitation (%)
3/1/2011 - 2/28/2013 3/1/2011 - 2/28/2013
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Feb precipitation total 13.56

inches above aVerage. United States.
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Percent of Average
1 110% to 130%
0 90% to 110%
O 70% to 90%
O 50% to 70%

5 4 3 -2 -
Generated 3/18/2013 at HPRCC using provisional data.
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Temperature and Precipitation Rankings (since 1895)

Provisional Diata Courtesy of wree.driedu

Regional Climate Centers

Last 3 Months Last 12 Months Last 24 Months
Oklahoma 35th wettest 17th driest 7th driest
Texas 58th driest 25th driest 3rd driest CR mm : o B—
New Mexico 54th wettest 2nd driest 2nd driest ﬁfgjﬂ 14 “”x p {\:’}, ’ﬂ
Oklahoma 30th warmest WARMEST WARMEST ol D IS 25 =
Texas 21st warmest 3rd warmest WARMEST More information on the Southern Plains drought early warning
New Mexico 32nd coldest 5th warmest WARMEST Z\:icj;ﬁ!g’\cﬂprmect is available at the U.S. Drought Portal,
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Regional Highlight - Water Resources Remain Critical Acros
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Previous Level
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Reservoir levels in New Mexico (above left: climas.arizona.edu) and in the
Chihuahua above center: cna.gob.mx) as of March 1, 2013. Pecos basin reservoirs
are at 2% capacity; Rio Grande basin reservoirs are at 19%.

(source: NM state climatologist).

Percent of normal spring and summer streamflow forecast for New Mexico Drought Impact Types®
(above right: wec.nrcs.usda.gov) as of March 1, 2013. Inflow into Elephant ol imemiminet sl
Butte Reservoir, the state’s largest, is at 39% of average. Ll e ot
(source: NM state climatologist). {613 miony; Resloay)

Intensity;

[ ] DO Abnormally Dry

North American Drought Monitor (right: drought.gov) as of March 1 2013 & D1 Drought - Moderate
[ D2 Drought - Severe

I D3 Drought - Extreme

W D4 Drought - Exceptional

Regional Outlook - for Spring 2013 Southern Plains Partners

. . Cooperative Institute for Research in
Tem perature nghllghts Environmental Sciences
cires.colorado.edu
. High confidence for above Climate Assessment for the Southwest
normal temperatures for all climas.arizona.edu
of the Southern Plains during Comision Nacional del Agua (CONAGUA)
. cna.gob.mx
April, May, and June. DOI South Central Climate Science Center
doi.gov/csc/southcentral
National Drought Mitigation Center
drought.unl.edu
National Integrated Drought Information System
drought.gov
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normal precipitation for most  esrl.noaa.gov/psd
of the region through June NOAA Regional Collaboration Teams

. D h d . regions.noaa.gov
rougnt expected to persist or Southern Climate Impacts Planning Program

develop in most of Texas and southernclimate.org
New Mexico. Southern Regional Climate Center
Sol . .
\mprovement’__ ° Some |mprovement in srcc.Isu.edu
KEY:  Dovoement pment—_ ) drought possible in eastern :tt:::cﬁxzf:c::’ggms —NM, OK, TX
I oot o persistor NoDrought <~ _ Oklahoma. : , -
oot Posted/Predicted =" Western Governors’ Association
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Drought development For weekly drought updates, see the latest U.S. Drought Monitor. NOTE: the green improvement wree dri e du

likel areas mpy a least a 1-catsgory mprovement n e Drought Monfor ntansi levels,
¥ but do not necessarily imply drought elimination. . ATMM%C
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