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Description of the Optimum Interpolation Sea Surface Temperature(OISST) version2

A description of the complete analysis procedure can be found in 
the paper by Reynolds et. al 2007: Daily High-resolution Blended Analyses. 
(ftp://eclipse.ncdc.noaa.gov/pub/OI-daily-v2/daily-sst.pdf).

The SST analysis is computed daily on a 0.25 degree latitude/longitude
grid. This is version 2.0. There are two products with different
satellite data. Both products use in situ data from ships and buoys.
Also SSTs are generated for sea-ice concentrations above 50%.
The AVHRR-only OISST is from 1981 to present. 
The AMSR+AVHRR OISST begins with the start of AMSR 
data in June 2002 and ends in October 2011.

The SST analyses are available in individual daily files.
They are available in both NetCDF and IEEE binary (big-endian) format.
The data for each format are under the following directories:

ftp://eclipse.ncdc.noaa.gov/pub/OI-daily-v2/IEEE/yyyy/AVHRR
ftp://eclipse.ncdc.noaa.gov/pub/OI-daily-v2/IEEE/yyyy/AVHRR-AMSR

ftp://eclipse.ncdc.noaa.gov/pub/OI-daily-v2/NetCDF/yyyy/AVHRR
ftp://eclipse.ncdc.noaa.gov/pub/OI-daily-v2/NetCDF/yyyy/AVHRR-AMSR

ftp://eclipse.ncdc.noaa.gov/pub/OI-daily-v2/NetCDF-uncompress/AVHRR
ftp://eclipse.ncdc.noaa.gov/pub/OI-daily-v2/NetCDF-uncompress/AVHRR-AMSR


The files in the NetCDF directory are compressed by gzip.
[bookmark: _GoBack]The files in the NetCDF-uncompress directory are uncompressed.
