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WB Form 1034

Data Records


Contents


Instructions

1-30



Station Name


Left justify, blank fill; For lightships pull name off official name list provided by NCDC, if unsure of match then key as it appears on form.

31



,



Comma delimited

32-36



WBAN Number

Provided by NCDC as part of the official name list for lightships. If no match then use a negative number 

unique for the lightship (e.g. -1234). This will allow us to identify and correct later. We do not expect this to be a problem as all lightships will be identified for keying.

37
,
Comma delimited

38-41
Year
e.g. 1941

42
,
Comma delimited

43-44
Month
e.g. 01 = January



       02 = February



        .




        .




       12 = December

45
,
Comma delimited

46-47
Day 
right justify, zero fill



e.g. 01 . . . 31

48
,
Comma delimited

49-53
Time  
Right justify, zero fill. Times may represent a 24 hour clock or may be entered as a.m. or p.m. times. If 24 

hour clock, key time in positions 49-52 and leave position 53 blank. Entries may range from 0000-2400. e.g. if entry is 0714,
then



Positions 49-52 = 0714



Position 53 = blank

If a.m. or p.m. times Positions 49-50 are reserved for the hour. Positions 52-53 are reserved for the minutes.

Position 53 is reserved for AM or PM. Code is as follows:



A= A.M.




P = P.M.



e.g. if entry is 730 A.M.



Position 49 = 0



Position 50 = 7



Position 51 = 3



Position 52 = 0



Position 53 = A

54
,
Comma delimited

55-58
Station Pressure/
Left justify, blank fill.  


Barometer (Corrected)
Decimal implied. If station pressure is not available under station pressure column it may be located under the column labeled Wind Character. e.g. if entry is 30.10, then



Positions 55-58 = 3010

59
,
Comma delimited

- 
Pressure Tendency
Do not key this parameter

- 
Pressure Change
Do not key this parameter

60-63
Temperature of the
Temperature is reported in 


air (Dry Bulb)
whole degrees Fahrenheit. Position 60 = sign field;  



if positive blank fill, if

negative enter a dash (-). Right justify, blank fill.



 e.g. if entry is 64:



Positions 60-61 = blank



Positions 62-63 = 64

64 
,
Comma delimited

65-67
Wind Direction (16 pt)
Wind direction, 16 point scale, left justify, blank fill.



If calm or 0, code as C.



e.g if direction is NW



Position 65 = N



Position 66 = W



Position 67 = blank



e.g. if 0 is reported:



Position 65 = C



Position 66 = blank



Position 67 = blank



e.g. if ESE reported:



Position 65 = E



Position 66 = S



Position 67 = E

68
,
Comma delimited

69
Wind Force/Speed
1 = Speed is measured in 

Units Indicator                              miles per hour.



2 = Speed is measured in



      knots.





3 = Force is measured 



      using Beaufort scale
4 = No units specified on form.    
70
,
Comma delimited

71-73
Wind Force/Speed
Wind speed is observed in either the column labeled force, speed or miles per hour. Right justify, blank fill.

If direction or speed is calm or 0 then speed shall be keyed as follows:



Positions 71-72 = blank



Position 73 = 0



e.g. if entry is 12



Position 71 = blank



Position 72 = 1



Position 73 = 2

74 
,
Comma delimited

-
Wind Character/Sky/
Observations in this column  


Weather Conditions/
were not limited to wind Station Pressure
gusty, calm, etc... 

Observations include station pressure, sky and weather conditions. Key only station pressure information (e.g. 29.92) in Positions 55-58.

75-77 
Visibility
Visibility measured in whole 


Miles. (rarely reaching 100



miles) e.g. 25 miles =



Position 75 = blank



Position 76 = 2



Position 77 = 5

78
,
Comma delimited

79-80
Cloud Amount
Frequently entered in tide 



height column. Total amount



of clouds (0-10). Right justify



and blank fill. Do not key tide parameters.  

81
,
Comma delimited

82-83
Weather 
Left justify, blank fill. Key 

(First Entry)
the coded present weather value when available. Present weather code (ww), code figures = 00-99. Enter 



two-digit code as entered on 


form. If more than one entry, 



key the higher value. Many 



of the lightship observers
use plain language comments: e.g. clear, cloudy, drizzle, etc. In these cases enter the following



codes in Positions 82-83:



CR = Clear/CLR/Light/L.T.



PC = Partly Cloudy/ 




         PT. Cloudy



CL = Cloudy/Overcast/Ovc



SH = Shower



LS = Light Shower



LT = Light Thundershower



HS = Heavy Shower



HT = Heavy Thundershower    
DZ = Drizzle



HZ = Haze/Hazy



FG = Fog



RN = Rain



LR = Light Rain



SN = Snow



LS = Light Snow



RQ = Rain Squalls



SL = Sleet

84
, 
Comma delimited

85-86
Weather
Same rules as above for 


(Second Entry)
Weather (First Entry).

87
,
Comma delimited

88-89
Weather
Same rules as above for 


(Third Entry)
Weather (Third Entry)

90
,
Comma delimited

91-92
Cloud Kind/Type
Left justify, blank fill.



See breakout below.


Cirrus 
1 = C or Ci


Cirrocumulus
2 = KC, CK, Ci.Cu, Ci-Cu, 


                                                      Cc


Cirrostratus
3 = Cs, Ci.St., CI-S


Cumulus
4 = Cu, K


Altocumulus
5 = A.Cu, A-Cu, Ac


Stratocumulus
6 = S-Cu, KS, St.Cu., Sc


Stratus 
7 = S, Strat, St


Altostratus
8 = A.St., A-S, Ast., As


Nimbostratus
9 = Nim, Nimbus, NB, N, Ns


Nimbostratus Fractus
96 = FR NB, FrN


Cumulus Fractus
97 = FR CU


Stratus Fractus
98 = FR ST 


Cumulonimbus
99 = Cb


Clear/No Clouds
0 = 0 

93
,
Comma delimited

- 
Cloud Direction
Do not key this parameter

- 
Tide Height
Do not key this parameter

- 
Tide Change/
Observations in this column 


Visibility
were not limited to Tide 



Change. Observers entered



visibility measured in whole 



miles. Do not key the tide

  



change parameter. Key 



visibility data in Positions



75-77. Key cloud amount


data in Positions 79-80.

-
Tide Previous High or
Do not key Previous High or


Low Tide Stage & Time
Low Tide Stage & Time
-
Swells Character/State
Do not key this parameter. 


of Sea
Data are unreliable.

-
Swells Direction/Height
Do not key this parameter. 


of waves
Data are unreliable.

-
Swells Number per 
Do not key this parameter.

                                                Minute


94-95
Sea Water Temperature
Sea water temperature  located in the Remarks column prior to 8-1-52. After 8-1-52 this parameter was located under water temperature (Column 6). Temperature is reported in whole degrees Fahrenheit. e.g. if entry is 63:



Position 94 = 6



Position 95 = 3


Notes:

1. Whenever an element field has a value to be keyed, but the value cannot be determined because of illegibility or non-recognizable characters by the keyer then place a tilde (~) in the last position of that element field.  This will provide the data user with information that an entry was made by the observer but could not be keyed. If sufficiently interested the user can view the image. 

2. When the keyers encounter a “/” or “x” then they are to key a dash (-). 

